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A party of MHS members and
friends enjoyed a fascinating
afternoon in Castletown House
Celbridge in September..
Incredible history and place
and highly recommended.
Many thanks to our member
Pauline Kennedy of the OPW
for organising the trip and to
our guide Deirdre for the
wonderful insights and stories.

Our new museum premises



A GREAT WAR SURVIVOR

Until recent times Irish people who saw service in the First World War tended not to be spoken of but as the centenary
approached these attitudes changed and now we refer to their endeavours with interest and pride. This is the story of
one man who served not with the British but with the Canadian forces.

The 27th Battalion (City of Winnipeg), CEF was an infantry battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary Force during the
Great War. The Battalion was authorized on 7 November 1914 and embarked for Great Britain on 17 May 1915. It
disembarked in France on 18 September 1915, where it fought as part of the 6th Infantry Brigade, 2nd Canadian
Division in France and Flanders until the end of the war. The battalion was disbanded on 15 September 1920.

Bassett, Benjamin
Benjamin Bassett was born on 10 September 1885 in the city of Waterford in Ireland. His father George Walter Bassett,
a wine merchant, was from Waterford, while his mother, Sarah Jane Caldbeck, was from County Wexford. The couple
had married in Waterford in 1877. Children born to the family were George Thomas (1878), Frederick Richard (1880),

Herbert John (1882), William Frederick (1883), Benjamin, Theadora Esther (1888),
Richard Stanley (1890), and Thomas Walter (1891). The 1901 Ireland census found
George and Sarah with children William, Benjamin, Dora, Richard, and Thomas in
Waterford along with general servant Margaret Breen. By the 1911 census household
members were George, Sarah, and Richard and servant Johanna Hennell. Benjamin, a
druggist, and Thomas, a labourer, were found on the passenger list of the Canada that
arrived in Portland, Maine, USA in April of 1910, on their way to Montreal, Quebec in
Canada.

Benjamin found his way to Kenora in northwestern
Ontario where he was working as a druggist when he
signed his attestation paper on 3 January 1915. He gave
his father George, back in Waterford, as next of kin. The
52nd (New Ontario) Battalion was raised in northwestern
Ontario in the spring of 1915 with headquarters in at Port
Arthur, Ontario. With the 2nd Reinforcing Draft of the
52nd Battalion, Private Benjamin Bassett embarked from
Montreal aboard the SS Missanabie on 4 September 1915.

Once in England Benjamin was taken on strength with
the 12th Battalion at Shorncliffe. In January of 1916 he
was struck off strength to the 27th Battalion, joining the
unit in the field in early February. The 27th Battalion
(City of Winnipeg) had arrived in France the previous
September.

“The 27th Battalion, with the 2nd Division, arrived in
France  in September, 1915, and met up with the1st
Division  by mid-month. Together these two divisions
formed the Canadian Corps  and were led by General
Alderson. The Canadian Corps, including the 27th,
would not participate in any major offensive for almost
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a full year, when the Battalion would receive its ‘baptism of fire’ at the Battle of St Eloi 5 kilometres from Ypres. It was
reported the officers of the 27th had not slept for over 100 hours, this was most apparent with the Commander, I.R.
Snider, a veteran of the Northwest Rebellion of 1885 and the South African War, of the 27th Battalion who, during the
Battle of St Eloi, stayed awake for 6 straight days trying to relieve the strain ‘on his beloved boys’. After the battle he
broke down and cried, he was removed from command ‘being diagnosed with shell shock’. The Battle of St Eloi had
claimed 40 of his men’s lives and wounded another 189. The Somme Valley became the new objective of the Canadian
Corps. When the Canadians arrived in the Somme Valley the British had been fighting for 3 months and they had traded
250 000 men for 8 kilometres German trenches. On the opening day of the Somme offensive alone, July 1, 1916, 20 000
British, Canadian and Commonwealth soldiers died and another 40 000 were wounded; it was the single heaviest day
of casualties in history. One of the most notable battles of Somme the 27th Battalion participated in was the Battle of
Courcelette on September 15, 1916. This battle marked the first time in history tanks were used in warfare. However,
all 6 tanks that were used that day were knocked out; they were incredibly unreliable. The Canadians suffered around
7000 casualties during the battle which lasted until the 22nd of September. Despite all this the Canadians, more
specifically the 27th, were successful as they were at the Battle of Thiepval Ridge, September 26, 1916.” (Wikipedia)

In August of 1916 Benjamin was admitted to the No 6 Canadian Field Ambulance for a few days, suffering from PUO,
fever of unknown origin. In early January of 1917 he was awarded a Good Conduct Badge, followed by a ten day leave
later that month. In late March he was transferred to the Canadian Army Medical Corps General and attached to the 27th
Battalion for Water Detail. In December he was granted a fourteen day leave, returning in early January of 1918. In
August he was posted to the 1st Canadian Field Ambulance. That December he was granted a fourteen day leave to the
UK, returning on the 30th. With the end of the war, Benjamin returned to England in April of 1919.

After the war Benjamin did not return to Canada. Discharged in England, he took up residence in Malahide, County
Dublin where he became the proprietor of the Malahide Pharmacy on Main Street.

A few doors away was the
Taylor and Evans butchers
shop. George Taylor, meat
purveyor, had married
Mary Susan (Bishop Ev-
ans) of Malahide during
the 3rd quarter of 1898,
marriage registered in
South Dublin. Both were
born in England. They had
one child, Nora Jessica,
born in 1899.
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George Taylor’s  butchers

shop on Main Street about

opposite Duffy’s.

The child peering out of

the bottom of the right

hand window is thought to

be baby Jessica.



Lady Talbot de Malahide was patron of the Red Cross and St. Johns Ambulance Services when the war broke out in
1914, and at once saw to the organizing of a local Malahide depot in the Malahide Golf Club premises at Seabank for
the making of bandages and medical aids as well as launching a local Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD). Jessica, in her
mid teens, joined the VAD which apparently concentrated mainly in putting in a smart looking and efficient team for the
examinations and competitions organised by the Red Cross and St. Johns, and held in Dublin city centre annually.

The above photos show the Malahide Detachment of the Voluntary Aid Detachment of the British Red Cross Society,
under their commadant , Miss Franks (of 'Roseneath', Church Rd.).The detachment won both the British Red Cross
Society V.A.D. and the B.R.C.S. (Co. Dublin) V.A.D. Challenge Cups in the finals of the ambulance competitions in
Lord Iveagh's Gardens, St. Stephen's Green on Sat. 16th June, 1917. In the left hand photo Jessica Taylor is 3rd from
left among group of nurses, facing in direction of camera, with rounded face.

Benjamin Bassett married Jessica Taylor during the second quarter of 1922 and the marriage was registered in the district
of Balrothery (Malahide).  They had three known children: William George, Pamela, and Patricia.

Outside and inside of the pharmacy about 1950.  It traded about where McNallys are now.
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Four of the Bassett boys had immigrated to Canada. Herbert Bassett married Frances Brownwell in 1913 in Amherst,
Nova Scotia and lived in Galt, Ontario where he died in 1947. Brothers Richard and Thomas were living in Westmount,
Montreal when they signed their attestation papers, Richard in 1915 and Thomas in 1916. Richard served overseas with
the No 6 Canadian Field Ambulance, earning a Good Conduct Badge and Military Medal in 1917. Richard died in 1977
in Doylestown, Pennsylvania. Thomas went overseas with the No 6 (McGill) OS Battery Siege Artillery CEF, serving
with the 1st Brigade Canadian Field Artillery. Thomas died in Montreal in 1959.

Meanwhile, Benjamin (Ben) traded successfully in the pharmacy and
later purchased No. 8 Carlisle Terrace which then became the family
home.
Predeceased by his father George in 1921 and his mother Sarah in
1933, both in Ireland, Benjamin died on 21 June 1976 in Malahide.
His wife Jessica died in 1980 and is buried beside him in Saint
Andrew’s Cemetery, Malahide.

The Benjamin Bassett cup for the Sweet Pea group continues to be
awarded annually at the Malahide Horticultural Society’s Summer
Show.

His daughter Pat Hemmens, wife of Walter, will be fondly
remembered by many local residents.Advertisement in a

1937 regatta
programme

No. 8 Carlisle Terrace, Malahide.

Grave marker in St. Andrew’s
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Other Kenora Miner

and News clippings

Our thanks go to  Cian Flaherty  and the Hemmens family  for

their assistance in compiling this feature.



A GREAT WAR CASUALTY

Alfred Henry Boucher was the 18-year-old son of a local coastguard and had been serving in

the Royal Flying Corps.

As the war neared its end he was home in Malahide on leave.  He was due to return to England on the 10th of October,

1918. However, the previous day had been quite windy with the result that an airship or ‘blimp’ returning from an

anti-submarine patrol over the Irish Sea was damaged as it attempted to land at the Royal Flying Corps base in the

Malahide Demesne. This was a tricky operation as up to 30 ground crew had to grab ropes lowered from the incoming

airship and secure them to large mooring rings set in concrete.

During 1917 and 1918, the

Royal Flying Corps (R.F.C.)

maintained a mooring base

for airships or ‘blimps’ in the

grounds of Malahide Castle.

In association with similar

bases at Johnstown Castle in Co. Wexford and at Holyhead in Wales

these blimps patrolled the shipping lanes and approaches to the main ports on either side of the Irish Sea to provide air

cover against German U-Boats. During the war blimps spotted a total of forty-nine enemy submarines. Their

effectiveness in destroying U-boats was limited but they did have the effect of keeping the submarines submerged at a

time when their commanders often preferred to attack targets with surface gunfire rather than fire scarce torpedoes. The

airships were also used to accompany convoys through the ‘danger zones’.
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These non-rigid airships had a length of 143 ft. (44m.) with a diameter of 32 ft. (10m.). They were made of fabric

reinforced and sealed with rubber. The inside pressure was maintained by means of two ballonets. They were filled with

hydrogen to provide lift and had a volume of 70,000 cu. ft.

They were powered by a single 75 hp Rolls Royce Hawk engine driving a 9 ft (2.7 m) diameter propeller in pusher

configuration. Their maximum speed was 53 mph (85 k/mh) but the cruising speed was much lower at about 35 mph.

They had a normal flight duration of about seventeen hours though eight-hour patrols were more usual. A crew of three

occupied the seventeen feet six inches long under-slung open gondola. The wireless operator sat at the front, the pilot in

the middle with the mechanic in the rear. The armament was a Lewis machine-gun and the bomb load normally

comprised two 110 lb. (50 kg.) or one 250 lb. (110 kg.)

Bombs.

There is an excellent model of one of these airships together

with a propeller on display in the Malahide Historical

Society’s museum adjacent to the Castle.

When patrolling was finished, the blimps returned to Malahide

Castle grounds at night. Depending on the wind strength, it

took up to thirty men to haul them down and tether them

among the trees. The large anchor rings set in heavy slabs of

concrete are still visible to-day. The men were billeted in tents

in the castle grounds whilst the officers, who were referred to

locally as ‘Whitecaps’, resided in Castle Terrace opposite the

station. The Robertsons in La Mancha organized dances for them from time to time.

RMS Leinster was a vessel operated by the City of Dublin Steam Packet Company on  the Kingstown (now Dún

Laoghaire)-Holyhead mail service. She was a 2,640-ton packet steamship with a service speed of 24 knots (44 km/h).

The vessel, which was built at Laird's in Birkenhead, England, was driven by a single eight-cylinder triple-expansion

steam engine. During the First World War, the twin-propellered ship was armed with one 12 pounder and two signal

guns.

On the morning of the 10th October the ‘Leinster’ sailed unescorted because of the damaged blimp. The young Alfred

Henry Boucher was among almost 500 military personnel, 77 crew and well over 100 other passengers on board.  Just

before 10 a.m. as the Leinster was sailing east of the Kish Bank in a heavy swell, passengers saw a torpedo approach

from the port side and pass in front of the bow. A second torpedo followed shortly afterwards, and it struck the ship

forward on the port side in the vicinity of the mail room. Captain Birch ordered the ship to make a U-turn in an attempt

to return to Kingstown as the ship began to settle slowly by the bow; however, the ship sank rapidly after a third torpedo

struck the Leinster, causing a huge explosion. 501 lives were lost, and just 256 souls survived.

One of those who perished, Alfred Henry Boucher, is buried in the graveyard of St. Andrew’s Church.

A blimp moored on the ground at Malahide Castle. The bell

tents in which the ground crew were billeted may be seen at

top left.
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AN ANONYMOUS DONOR FOR

ST. SYLVESTER’S ALTAR

As we mentioned in the last issue of the NEWSLETTER the indefatigable Father David P. Mulcahy  was
appointed parish priest of Swords and Malahide (a single parish until 1941) in 1881. He was highly successful in
raising funds to finance various building projects and he obviously had the ear of the Archbishop of Dublin, Dr.
William J. Walsh.

  In 1886 he completed the girls' and infants' schools (‘red school’ now undergoing a major building extension)
in Malahide , and provided a teacher's residence which cost altogether £2300. He erected a new residence on the site of
the old curate's residence in the centre of the village. In 1901 he added the tower and spire to St. Sylvester’s and shortly
after the bell.

To complete the works he would have liked to replace the old altar which may have been a wooden structure.
Imagine the delight of Fr. Mulcahy and his parishioners when  the Archbishop of Dublin, Dr. Walsh, got in touch to
advise that an  anonymous donor had offered to fund the erection of an elaborate high altar. To complement this
installation the church interior was re-decorated by Mr, Smith, of Drumcondra who discharged a similar contract at this
church eighteen years previously.

The Freeman's Journal, the oldest nationalist newspaper in Ireland having been founded in 1763 carried this

piece on 17th July, 1903:

The new high altar in modern Gothic style, which is to be consecrated in Malahide church on Sunday next by
the Archbishop, is from their design of Mr William J. Pearse, of the firm Pearse and Sons, who executed the whole
structure. It is interesting to note that this altar is that exhibited by Messrs. Pearse in the Cork Exhibition, 1902, and
which provided an attraction there. The general material is Sicilian marble, except the panels, throughout. The
tabernacle and the sculptural work are Carrara marble, and shafts and inlays which are in various Irish coloured
marbles. Cork red, pink, grey, and sunset Midleton; and Galway green of various views and textures. None but Irish
coloured marbles have been used.

Later,  on  29 July 1903 the Freeman’s Journal repoted as follows:

MALAHIDE CHURCH

ALTAR CONSECRATED BY THE

ARCHBISHOP Of DUBLIN

The consecration of the magnificent new High Altar in St. Sylvester's, Malahide, took place yesterday, which was the

Feast of St. Vincent de Paul. The ceremony was performed by his Grace the Archbishop of Dublin. The altar, which is
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the gift of an anonymous donor, is one of the finest of its kind in Ireland. It is in modern Gothic style, and is the design

of Mr. William J. Pearse, (father of Patrick Pearse) of the firm of Pearse and Sons, who executed the whole structure.

With the exception of the panels the general material is Sicilian marble. The tabernacle and the sculptural work are

Carrara marble, and shafts and inlays which are in various Irish coloured marbles—Cork red, pink, grey, and sunset

Midleton, and Galway green of various hues and textures. None but Irish coloured marbles have been used. The altar

table is supported on four columns with jambs, shafts of columns being Connemara green marble, and columns end in

carved capitals. The central portion of the altar frontal is formed of a cusped flattened arch, which stands on two smaller

columns with shafts of delicately tinted pink Midleton marble, thus forming a panel for the sculptured alto-relievo in

Carrara marble—"The agony in the Garden.” Christ is shown in the attitude of prayer, His hands extended, and His

head slightly inclined. An angel, the only other figure in the composition, holds out to him the "Chalice of Salvation."

The group is from the chisel of Mr. James Pearse. The tabernacle, in pure white Carrara, consisting of an area resting

on jambs with double columns and shafts of Galway and Midleton marbles, is furnished with a safe in wrought iron,

lined with cedar wood, and with a richly wrought brass plate on the door, executed by Messrs. J. and C. M’Gloughlin,

Limited, Dublin.  The reredos is composed of archading, supported on columns with Midleton shafts, and filled in with

six Carrara panels of symbolical foliage. The altar is terminated at each by a square niche, each with a canopy and

crocketed spire. Figures of St Patrick and St. Brigid stand in the niches, the name of each, in Irish, being out on the

pedestal on which it stands. The centre canopy stands on four columns, with shafts of Cork red marble; the second

canopy rests on eight other columns, with shafts in Galway marble, terminating in a crocketed spire and cross. On the

four corners of the canopy stand angels with extended wings.

The generous donor of this splendid gift, unwilling to have his identity disclosed, presented to his Grace the Archbishop

the required funds for its erection. The Church of St. Sylvester, which has thus received so handsome an addition to its

interior, has recently been decorated by Mr, Smith, of Drumcondra who discharged a similar contract at this church

eighteen years ago, and on both occasions with much satisfaction. A musically-toned bell has also been placed in the

beautiful new tower and spire by Mr. Ashlin.

At the impressive ceremony of consecration yesterday his Grace the Archbishop was assisted by Rev. D. P. Mulcahy;

P.P., Malahide; Rev. J. Jones, C.C., do; Rev. D. Pettit, chaplain to his Grace; Rev J. J. Dunne, Vice-President Clonliffe

College; Rev. Father Williams, St. Mary’s, Marlborough Street; Rev. Father Flynn, All Hallows College,; Rev. Nicholas

Russell, C.C., Swords.

Special music was rendered by the choir, including Miss Brereton, Miss Tierney, Miss. Reynolds, and Miss O'Brien.

The ceremony which his Grace performed yesterday is yet another of his many kind acts to the people of Malahide. It is

recalled with gratitude that one of the first visits after his consecration to the See of Dublin was to bless the spacious

schools erected in 1885. The building of the tower and spire was materially assisted by his generous contributions, as

was the addition of the new bell. The people of Malahide offer their prayers for the preservation and many years in

health of their beloved Archbishop, and also on behalf of the anonymous donor for his beautiful gift.
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MALAHIDE CONSTABULARY
STATION LOG BOOK (1845-1847)

Sir Robert Peel, while Chief secretary in Dublin Castle (1812 – 1818) set up the Irish Constabulary (the Peelers). In 1845
they were occupying a building on the Diamond as a barracks where Tony Byrne/EBS now trade.

Fingal Local Studies and Archives recently received a donation of a single, hand written bound volume, in Garda stations
nowadays referred to as the Occurrence Book, containing over 350 pages of entries recording the daily duties and
activities of the five or six constables stationed in Malahide as a sub-station to Swords.

The named constables and sub-constables paraded daily, including
Sundays, usually between 9 am and 10am. and one of them acted as
station orderly for the day. There was a remarkable degree of
absenteeism entered as ‘unwell’. They paraded in marching order on
Mondays. The log records the names of those constables who
attended ‘Divine Service’ in ‘Malahide Church’ on each Sunday, at
what time and for how long, usually two hours. Similarly, those
attending ‘Divine Service’ in ‘Malahide Chapel’ are recorded but
their service lasted only one and a half hours! There were services at
Noon and 6.30 pm in the church and 9am and 11am in the chapel.
Some of the duties recorded included, meeting the train, ‘town duty’,
walking to Swords with the weekly report, walking to Swords
monthly to sign for and collect pay and submitting monthly estimates
and receipts. During 1846 frequent patrols to Yellow Walls to report
on corn and potato crops are recorded. There appears to have been
little crime but they did search a house for firearms and made
enquiries about an iron rail supposed to have been stolen from the
railway company by John Donnelly, a blacksmith from Carrickhill.
They also regularly brought individuals accused of drunkenness on
the street to the home of Hans H. Woods, the local Justice of the
Peace , resident in Greenwood, Kinsealy. Apart from town duty they
appear to have had three regular patrol routes. One to Auburn and
Yellow Walls, another to Feltrim, Kinsealy, Copper Bush and St.
Doulaghs and the other to Broomfield, Seamount, St. Helens,
Hazelbrook and Carrickhill. Records of these patrols usually gave the
time duration and always ended with the phrase ‘performed …… miles’.

An unusually informative entry for 13 February 1847 reads as follows;
Making enquiries relative to about two barrels of wheat stolen from Chas Beggs of Feltrim. Also 2½ barrels of

potatoes from Hans H  Woods J.P. Executed search warrants obtained at Swords Petty Sessions. Const.  Boulger and
Sub Constable McClemens on duty through Feltrim, Greenwood, Kinsealy, Copper Bush and St. Doulaghs executing
search warrants at houses of Patrick Teeling, the Widow Dunne and Joseph McKenna but did not succeed in finding any
of the property stolen. Performed 8 miles.

Brought to Greenwood and thence to Coolock a prisoner Thomas Hempenstall committed for trial at Quarter
Sessions for stealing a quantity of oats from William Berry of the New Road near Malahide.



Perhaps the most interesting entries relate to the tragic loss of four local fishermen in 1847.

Wednesday 3 February. Edward Farrell,l Joseph Farrell, Christopher Flynn and Michael Hill left the port of
Malahide on Tuesday at 1 1/2 o'clock p.m. in a small boat called the Mary and Joseph for the purpose of fishing. At 4
o'c p.m. the boat was seen under sail outside the harbour (by a man named Richard Gregan) and about 10 o’c pm John
Phillips of the Coast Guard Service being on duty discovered the boat filled with water and drifting in amongst the rocks
about 1 1/2 miles southward of Malahide near the Martello Tower. None of the bodies have been found up to this date.

Thursday 4th February. Constable McClemens delivered a report on drownings to Hans H. Woods J.P. at
Greenwood. Constable Boulger on duty on the strand of Malahide for the purpose of looking for the bodies of the men
which were drowned, left at 0 o'clock p.m. and returned at 7  o'clock p.m. Performed 3 miles.

The search continued on the afternoons of the fifth and sixth without success but three weeks later on the Friday
the 26th

Constable Boulger on duty at strand of Malahide when body found. One or two constables on duty overnight until
Coroner Henry Davis arrived and held inquest. Verdict Michael Hill accidentally drowned by the upsetting of a boat.

Edward Farrell’s body was washed up on the Donabate beach on the  on the 27th but there is no mention of more
recoveries.

Footnote: The Irish Constabulary became the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) in 1867. They continued to occupy the
barracks on the Diamond until an August night in 1920 during the War of Independence when the constables were
ushered out at gunpoint and the building was destroyed by fire. Lord Talbot, the landlord, was subsequently awarded
£1,750 in the Recorders Court. He then rebuilt the premises as a shop and sold it to Michael Wright.

Two RIC constables outside

their barracks on the

Diamond.

Locals look on after the

1920 burning.



We are especially grateful to Fingal County Council for making this accommodation available to Malahide Historical
Society. Shannon Heritage also continue to be very supportive.

.

We were delighted to recently accept  gifts  of  ‘Dictaphone’ equipment dating from 1912 and a WW II hand-held Morse
signalling lamp both expertly restored by the donor,  Pete Bedell. During the coming months the committee will be
considering how the opening of a second room might be managed to ensure the safety of artefacts. Currently most of our
lockable display cases are in use in the room depicted above
Opening hours next year will depend on the availability of volunteers to commit to a roster.

MUSEUM NEWS

Two views of the interior of the museum
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The MALAHIDE  SHORE AS SEEN FROM

 THE ISLAND IN THE 1930s

Moving from Ireland’s

Eye and Robbs Walls

inland to the railway

bridge  on Strand

Street.
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Have you any

old views to

add to the

Society’s

collection?

Seapark Hill from The Island

Bottom of Townyard Lane Gas Works now site of Fishermans Wharf

Bottom of James Tce. Bottom of New St.

Ireland’s Eye


